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The abuse of drugs and substances in the USA is a culture among diverse groups of people who also have different reasons for abusing the same. The total number of Americans who abuse drugs, that is use drugs without a prescription, is not very accurate, but even with the reported figures, the number is still high. Some studies have reported that 7 percent of Americans have used drugs at a certain point, and some 2 percent of the population are still abusers of drugs. Further, the statistics show that there is a much higher likelihood for users of drugs and substances to combine more than one drug such as methamphetamine, cocaine, cannabis, and heroin. Males aged between 26 and 44 years of age are the typical consumer of drugs. Groups of drug consumers include; students, gang members, athletes, and truck drivers who use them to increase concentration when driving over long distances. Globally, Asia and many parts of Europe have shown as much abuse of drugs like Meth with Asia being a huge market for methamphetamine.
Common consumers of drugs have been reported to use more than one type and are often addicted to all these substances. However, there is a significant stereotype that comes with the consumption of a specific drug. The use of drugs often starts with a certain group of individuals who are pushed by their prevailing demographics and social cultures. Still, then with time, the drug gets known among the population, and abuse is no longer associated with a specific stereotype. For instance, the use of cocaine and crystal methamphetamine is currently not associated with a particular stereotype.
Unlike the popular public notion that cocaine was not a recreational drug in America until the 1980s is wrong as records have shown that the drug had been abused or rather used as early as 1800. During the early days, cocaine was advocated for as a harmless drug that was even related to the financial streets of wall street (Musto, 1989).  This made the drug rather famous as most of the pro-cocaine users even called for its decriminalization since it was 'harmless.' This is probably the reason why people though the drug was not addictive, as well as the endorsement by prominent people in society like Dr. William Hammond, who was a surgeon general in the American Army.
The use of drugs in America is more of a culture, with the majority of users associating the drugs to their way of life, comparing the Americas and Europe against other regions in the world where there is a lesser prevalence of drug abuse the issue of culture. The social values and lifestyle in the Americas and Europe expose the people to more drug abuse (Kurtz & Inciardi, 2003). For instance, in Africa, where the prevalence of drug usage is comparatively low compared to the Americas, lower drug abuse is associated with adherence to the societal morals and norms which advocate against drug abuse. Access to the drugs may also be a determining factor with reference to the price. The cost of drugs is high compared to the economic status of people in such regions and, therefore, less likelihood of consumption. Personally, I have not consumed either form of the drug. However, I have interacted with friends who have encouraged me to try out, but I always find a reason not to indulge. 
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